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Amateur boxing weight class

info@iabboxing.com or (916) 663-2467 HOME - JOIN - NEWS - EVENTS - RANKINGS - SANCTIONING - RULES & REGULATIONS - ABOUT IAB - WEIGHTS - LINKS - CONTACT In the dynamic world of boxing, weight classifications play a crucial role, yet they often lead to confusion among fans, both seasoned and new. At first glance, the array of
divisions might seem overwhelming, but understanding the structure and purpose behind these categories sheds light on the sport’s intricate balance of fairness, competition, and strategy.Boxing weight classes serve as a foundation to ensure matches are fair and competitive. The concept is straightforward: grouping fighters based on their weight
prevents mismatches where a larger, heavier competitor might have an undue advantage over a smaller, lighter opponent. This leveling of the playing field enhances the sport’s appeal, focusing the competition on skill, speed, and strategy rather than sheer size.Historically, boxing started with just a handful of weight divisions. However, as the sport
evolved, the need for more specific categories became apparent. This expansion aimed to create more opportunities for fighters and to fine-tune the competitive balance. Each class, ranging from the lightest, known as Minimumweight, to the heaviest, termed Heavyweight, encapsulates a specific weight range. Fighters must weigh in within these
limits to compete in a particular division, adding a layer of strategy to pre-fight preparations.The proliferation of weight classes also mirrors the sport’s global growth. With more athletes from around the world entering the ring, the diversity in body sizes and fighting styles has broadened. This diversity necessitated a more granular classification
system to accommodate the varying physiques and techniques of fighters, ensuring that bouts remain as fair and competitive as possible.Moreover, the creation of multiple divisions has opened the door to a wider array of championship titles and bouts, increasing the sport’s overall excitement and appeal. Fighters now have the chance to claim titles
across different weight classes, adding to their legacy and the sport’s rich history.To demystify the complex landscape of boxing’s weight divisions, we’ve included a comprehensive boxing weight classes chart with this article. This visual guide serves as an invaluable tool for both aficionados and novices, offering a clear and concise overview of each
weight category, from the nimble warriors of the Flyweight division to the towering titans of the Heavyweight class. Whether you're a seasoned fan looking to deepen your understanding or a newcomer eager to grasp the basics, this chart illuminates the structure and nuances of boxing’s competitive framework, making the sport’s intricate
classification system accessible and straightforward.The glamor divisions in boxing, notably the Heavyweight, Middleweight, and Welterweight classes, stand out as the sport’s most captivating and prestigious categories. These divisions have historically drawn the greatest fanfare, the most exceptional talent, and substantial financial stakes, largely
due to the iconic fighters and legendary bouts they’ve hosted.The existence of glamor divisions traces back to boxing’s early days, evolving with the sport’s popularity. The Heavyweight division, with its allure of raw power and knockout prowess, has always been a centerpiece of boxing glamor, dating back to the late 19th and early 20th centuries.
Figures like Jack Dempsey, Joe Louis, and later Muhammad Ali brought an unmatched level of excitement and charisma to the division, cementing its status at the pinnacle of the sport.Middleweight and Welterweight divisions, while not always commanding the same universal spotlight as the Heavyweights, have contributed their share of drama and
skill to the boxing scene. Since the mid-20th century, these weight classes have seen an influx of versatile and technically skilled boxers, making them hotbeds for some of the most strategic and thrilling matchups in boxing history. Fighters in these divisions often possess a blend of speed, agility, and power, offering a dynamic and engaging style of
combat that appeals to purists and casual fans alike.The glamor divisions have persisted through the decades, driven by their ability to produce compelling narratives, rivalries, and a level of athleticism that captures the essence of boxing. Their enduring appeal lies in the mix of physicality, technique, and the larger-than-life personalities of their
competitors, which continue to draw significant attention and investment from within the sport and its global audience.The Flyweight division, recognized as one of the original eight weight classes in boxing, holds a unique position in the sport’s landscape. Although it might not command the same widespread attention as its heavier counterparts, the
Flyweight division has been a cornerstone of boxing, showcasing the incredible speed, agility, and technical skill that lighter fighters bring to the ring.Established in the early 20th century, the Flyweight division encompasses fighters weighing up to 112 pounds (51 kg). This class has been the starting point for many pugilists who later moved up to
higher weight categories, but its own history is rich with athletes who have made significant impacts within the division itself. The lighter weight allows for a pace and rhythm in bouts that are markedly different from those of heavier classes, with an emphasis on rapid movements, quick combinations, and endurance.Over the years, the Flyweight
division has been home to some of the sport’s most memorable figures and fights. Legends like Jimmy Wilde, known as “The Ghost with the Hammer in His Hand,” set the standard for excellence in the early days, combining remarkable knockout power with elusive movement. In more recent times, fighters such as Pongsaklek Wonjongkam from
Thailand and Roman “Chocolatito” Gonzalez from Nicaragua have carried on the tradition of excellence in the Flyweight division, engaging in battles that have thrilled boxing aficionados and brought international attention to the weight class.The division’s global appeal is one of its defining characteristics. It has been particularly popular in regions
such as Latin America, Asia, and the United Kingdom, where smaller fighters have found large, passionate followings. This widespread popularity has led to a rich diversity of styles within the division, from the technical prowess displayed by Japanese and Filipino boxers to the aggressive, forward-pressing style often seen in Latin American
fighters.Skill, heart, and determination transcend size, as demonstrated by the Flyweight class, the lightest of the original glamor divisions. The fighters in this division exemplify the artistry of boxing, with their ability to deliver rapid-fire combinations, exhibit exceptional footwork, and maintain a high level of energy throughout the full duration of
their bouts. The Flyweight division remains a testament to the sport’s depth and diversity, offering a unique spectacle that underscores the essence of boxing: a blend of physical conditioning, mental strategy, and sheer human will. The Bantamweight division, situated just above Flyweight, represents another vital category in the rich tapestry of
boxing. This division, encompassing fighters weighing up to 118 pounds (53.5 kg), is named after the Bantam breed of chicken, known for its small size but aggressive and spirited nature—a fitting metaphor for the fighters who compete in this weight class. They adopted the term “Bantamweight” to convey the combination of compact size and
tenacious fighting spirit found in this division.Originating in the late 19th century, the Bantamweight division quickly established itself as a platform for fighters who possessed a blend of the speed seen in the lighter Flyweights and a hint of the power characteristic of heavier classes. This unique combination has made Bantamweight bouts known for
their intensity, technical skill, and fast-paced action, captivating audiences with a dynamic display of boxing prowess.Throughout its history, the Bantamweight division has been a stage for numerous legendary boxers who have left an indelible mark on the sport. Figures such as George Dixon, the first black world boxing champion in any weight class,
and later, Eder Jofre of Brazil, revered for his formidable skill and heart, have helped to elevate the status of the Bantamweight division. More recently, fighters like Nonito Donaire from the Philippines and Naoya Inoue from Japan have continued to bring global attention to the division with their remarkable careers and memorable battles inside the
ring.The Bantamweight division’s appeal is not only due to the exciting fights and talented boxers it produces but also because it embodies the essence of what many consider the sweet science of boxing. The fighters in this class must master the delicate balance between speed and power, offense and defense, agility and precision. This balance
demands a high level of skill and adaptability, making Bantamweight contests some of the most strategically intriguing in the sport.Moreover, the Bantamweight division has played a significant role in boxing’s international appeal, with champions hailing from every corner of the globe. This diversity has introduced a variety of fighting styles and
strategies to the division, enriching the sport and providing fans with a wide array of fighting techniques and approaches to appreciate.In essence, the Bantamweight division, with its spirited and skilled competitors, continues to be a pivotal part of boxing’s allure. It stands as a testament to the sport’s ability to blend physicality with strategy, offering
a compelling spectacle where the smallest fighters often deliver the most enthralling performances.The Featherweight division, with fighters weighing up to 126 pounds (57.2 kg), occupies a distinctive place in boxing’s hierarchy, blending the lightning-fast pace of the lighter classes with a discernible increase in power. The term “Featherweight”
implies lightness and agility. Athletes in this division are celebrated for swift movements and finesse.Emerging in the late 19th century, the Featherweight class has been a central feature of boxing, showcasing some of the sport’s most technically adept and versatile fighters. The division’s history is adorned with legendary names who have captivated
fans with their skill, resilience, and indomitable spirit. One of the early icons, Willie Pep, known for his incredible defensive skills and footwork, famously claimed to have won a round without throwing a single punch, epitomizing the strategic depth that Featherweights can bring to the sport.In more recent years, the Featherweight division has
continued to be a hotbed of talent, with fighters like Salvador Sanchez, Prince Naseem Hamed, and Manny Pacquiao (before moving up in weight) providing some of the most memorable moments in boxing history. Their battles have underscored the unique blend of speed and strength that defines the Featherweight class, offering bouts filled with
tactical nuance, swift combinations, and the ever-present potential for a fight-ending punch.The global appeal of the Featherweight division is undeniable, with champions and contenders emerging from every continent. This universality has introduced a rich diversity of fighting styles to the division, from the precision and timing favored by American
and European boxers to the aggressive, forward-moving tactics often seen in fighters from Latin America and Asia. This melting pot of techniques makes the Featherweight division one of the most unpredictable and exciting in the sport.Featherweight fighters must combine agility and speed with increased focus on power and endurance. The physical
demands of this weight class push athletes to excel in all aspects of the sport, from footwork and defense to power punching and combination striking. This high level of all-around ability makes Featherweight contests a showcase of boxing at its most refined, with fighters displaying a masterful command of the sport’s strategic and physical
demands.The enduring legacy of the Featherweight division lies in its ability to produce fights that are as thrilling as they are technical. It remains a testament to the sport’s complexity, where heart and skill meet in a perfect storm, creating moments of pure boxing artistry that resonate with fans around the world.The Lightweight division, where
boxers weigh up to 135 pounds (61.2 kg), stands as a pivotal category in the pantheon of boxing. This division marks a significant transition within the sport, blending the high-speed action of the lighter classes with a palpable increase in hitting power. Lightweights are known for their ability to deliver fast-paced, action-packed fights, often with the
added drama of knockout power that becomes more prominent in this and heavier divisions.The origins of the Lightweight division trace back to the early days of organized boxing, and over the decades, it has been a showcase for some of the sport’s most dynamic and versatile talents. The division’s history is rich with storied champions who have
exemplified the balance between agility, technical skill, and power. Figures such as Benny Leonard, known as “The Ghetto Wizard,” set early benchmarks for excellence with his superb boxing IQ and ring generalship. Later, icons like Roberto Duran brought a fierce intensity and formidable power to the Lightweight ranks, earning him the moniker
“Hands of Stone.”In more recent times, the Lightweight division has continued to thrive, producing a steady stream of compelling matchups and rising stars. Fighters like Pernell Whitaker, with his elusive defensive style, and Floyd Mayweather Jr., whose tenure in the division showcased his unparalleled skill set, have added to the Lightweight legacy.
Today, the division remains a hotbed for talent, with champions and contenders consistently providing some of the most technically sound and exciting fights in the sport.The universal appeal of the Lightweight division is evident in its diverse pool of fighters from across the globe, bringing different boxing philosophies and styles to the forefront. This
diversity leads to a rich variety of matchups, where traditional boxing techniques can clash with more aggressive, power-based approaches, creating unpredictable and enthralling contests.Lightweights are often at the peak of their physical capabilities, combining the endurance and speed of their lighter counterparts with a significant increase in
power. This unique blend forces fighters to adapt and evolve, honing their skills to balance offensive aggression with defensive acumen. The division demands a high level of technical proficiency and physical conditioning, as the margin for error becomes narrower with the increased potential for fight-ending punches.The Lightweight division’s
enduring popularity and significance in boxing are rooted in its perfect storm of speed, skill, and power. It continues to be a cornerstone of the sport, where emerging talents and seasoned veterans alike can showcase the full breadth of their abilities, contributing to the ever-evolving narrative of boxing’s rich history.The Welterweight division, where
fighters weigh up to 147 pounds (66.7 kg), is one of boxing’s most storied and competitive categories. The term “welterweight” originates from the old English word “welter,” which refers to a heavy, tumultuous roll or movement, akin to the turmoil of the sea. This etymology beautifully encapsulates the dynamic and often turbulent nature of the
fights within this weight class, where the blend of speed, technical skill, and power reaches a compelling crescendo.Historically, the Welterweight division has been a breeding ground for some of boxing’s most legendary figures and epic battles. The division began to emerge as a distinct category in the early 20th century, with its roots tracing back
to that time. Over the years, it has showcased a wide array of fighting styles and strategies, reflecting the diverse skill set required to compete at this level. Fighters in this division have demonstrated adaptability, often combining the speed and agility of lighter classes with a significant increase in punching power.The legacy of the Welterweight
division is adorned with iconic names that have become synonymous with the sport itself. From the relentless aggression and iron chin of Roberto Duran, who moved up from Lightweight to conquer the Welterweight scene, to the unparalleled defensive genius and sharp counterpunching of Floyd Mayweather Jr., the division has been home to a
diverse range of champions. Sugar Ray Leonard’s electrifying speed and combination punching, alongside Manny Pacquiao’s explosive power and frenetic pace, have added to the rich tapestry of Welterweight history, providing fans with some of the most unforgettable moments in boxing.The Welterweight division’s enduring appeal lies in its perfect
balance between the athleticism and finesse of lighter weight classes and the knockout potential more common in heavier divisions. This balance creates a fertile ground for tactical battles that require not just physical prowess but also a deep strategic understanding of the sport. The division demands a high level of versatility from its competitors,
making Welterweight fights a showcase of boxing’s multidimensional nature.Globally, the Welterweight division has enjoyed immense popularity, with champions hailing from every corner of the world. This global representation has brought a rich diversity of boxing styles and philosophies to the division, from the slick movement and defensive skills
often seen in American boxing to the aggressive, forward-pressing style favored by many Latin American fighters. This convergence of styles makes the Welterweight division one of the most unpredictable and exciting in boxing, where any fight has the potential to become an instant classic. The Middleweight division, with its fighters tipping the
scales at up to 160 pounds (72.6 kg), stands as a testament to boxing’s rich heritage of combining brute strength with refined skill. This division, nestled in the heart of the sport’s weight categories, serves as a battleground where the speed and agility of lighter fighters meet the formidable power of the heavier classes, creating a unique blend of
athleticism and tactical prowess.The term “Middleweight” itself is straightforward, denoting fighters who are in the middle range of weight classes, yet the division’s impact on boxing is anything but ordinary. It has been the stage for some of the most iconic figures and memorable moments in boxing history, showcasing a level of versatility and
competitive depth unmatched by many other categories.Historically, the Middleweight division has been a showcase for fighters who possess an exceptional balance of speed, power, and technical ability. Legends like Sugar Ray Robinson, often cited as the greatest boxer of all time, have dazzled fans in the division with unparalleled skill, fluid
movement, and devastating combination punches. The 1980s brought the era of the “Four Kings”—Marvin Hagler, Thomas Hearns, Roberto Duran, and Sugar Ray Leonard—whose epic battles against each other are etched in boxing lore, further elevating the prestige of the Middleweight division.In more recent years, the Middleweight division has
continued to captivate the boxing world with standout talents like Bernard Hopkins, whose tactical genius and longevity in the sport set new records, and Gennady Golovkin, known for his fearsome punching power and aggressive fighting style.The division’s appeal is boosted by high-profile bouts attracting global attention. Canelo Alvarez’s fights
demonstrate its relevance.The allure of the Middleweight division lies not only in the caliber of its champions but also in the diversity of fighting styles it accommodates. Fighters in this division must adapt to a wide range of opponents, from the swift and elusive to the powerful and direct, making versatility a key attribute for success. This has
resulted in a rich variety of tactical matchups, testing both brains and brawn equally.Moreover, the Middleweight division draws fans from various boxing enthusiasts. Purists appreciate technical nuances; casual followers enjoy explosive power.The Light Heavyweight division, where combatants compete at a maximum of 175 pounds, strikes a
compelling balance between agility and power, distinguishing it as one of boxing’s most dynamic categories. This division is characterized by fighters who possess the quickness and technical skills reminiscent of those in lower weight classes, combined with a significant increase in knockout capability.Over the years, the Light Heavyweight division
has been the proving ground for some of boxing’s most versatile and powerful athletes. The division has seen legends who have adeptly combined the finesse required in lighter divisions with the formidable strength expected of the heavier classes. Fighters such as Archie Moore, with his remarkable record for knockouts, and Bob Foster, celebrated
for his dominating presence and powerful punches, have helped define what it means to be a Light Heavyweight champion.In more recent history, the division has continued to captivate audiences with standout talents like Roy Jones Jr., whose exceptional speed, power, and ring IQ made him one of the most dominant fighters of his time. The division
remains a hotbed for high-caliber talent, with fighters like Sergey Kovalev and Andre Ward having contributed to its legacy through their technical skill, strategic acumen, and compelling matchups.The Light Heavyweight division is particularly noted for its thrilling bouts, which often feature a blend of tactical boxing and the ever-present potential for
sudden, fight-ending power. This unique mix ensures that Light Heavyweight contests are filled with tension and unpredictability, as fighters must navigate the dual demands of engaging with power while also employing strategic defense and counterpunching.Moreover, the division serves as a critical junction in a fighter’s career, often hosting
athletes transitioning from Middleweight in pursuit of greater challenges or Heavyweights seeking more speed and technical competition. This influx of diverse talents keeps the division fresh and competitive, with a constant stream of intriguing matchups that showcase the best of both speed and strength in boxing.The enduring appeal of the Light
Heavyweight division lies in its capacity to deliver bouts that are as technically rich as they are physically imposing. It’s a category where the art of boxing is on full display, marrying the cerebral aspects of the sport with the raw physicality that draws fans to the ring. As such, the Light Heavyweight division continues to be a vital and vibrant part of
the boxing landscape, offering a unique spectacle that celebrates the multifaceted nature of the sweet science.The Heavyweight division, where there is no upper weight limit, stands as the pinnacle of boxing’s traditional weight classes, often capturing the imagination of the wider public like no other. This division is synonymous with raw power,
resilience, and some of the most iconic figures in the sport’s history. The allure of the Heavyweight champion, often dubbed “The Baddest Man on the Planet,” resonates beyond the confines of boxing, embodying the ultimate test of strength and fortitude in hand-to-hand combat.The lineage of Heavyweight greats reads like a who’s who of boxing
royalty, with legendary names such as Jack Johnson, Joe Louis, Muhammad Ali, George Foreman, Mike Tyson, and Lennox Lewis echoing through the annals of the sport. These fighters have not only dominated within the ropes but have also become cultural icons, their battles and personas transcending the sport to impact society at large.The
Heavyweight division’s hallmark is its capacity for dramatic, fight-altering power. Fights within this class often hinge on the ability of boxers to deliver and withstand punishing blows, leading to some of the most unforgettable knockouts in sports history. However, to view the Heavyweight division as solely a showcase of power would be an
oversimplification. The best Heavyweights also possess remarkable speed, agility, and technical skill, attributes not always associated with fighters of larger stature but crucial for success at the highest level.In recent years, the Heavyweight division has experienced a resurgence, with a new generation of boxers revitalizing the competitive landscape.
Fighters like Anthony Joshua, Tyson Fury, and Deontay Wilder have brought renewed attention and excitement to the division, engaging in high-profile bouts that hark back to the division’s golden ages. Their diverse styles — from Fury’s elusive movement and Wilder’s devastating right hand to Joshua’s balanced blend of power and technique —
highlight the dynamic nature of modern Heavyweight boxing.The global appeal of the Heavyweight division is unparalleled, with champions often becoming global ambassadors for the sport. This worldwide interest ensures that Heavyweight bouts are among the most anticipated and watched events in the sporting calendar, attracting fans from
across the globe and from all walks of life.The Heavyweight division embodies the essence of boxing’s appeal — a dramatic clash of power, skill, and will, where the stakes are as high as the weights are heavy. It remains a symbol of the ultimate boxing achievement, where victory brings with it a legacy that often extends far beyond the ring.In
addition to the traditional weight divisions that have long defined the contours of professional boxing, the sport has evolved to include new categories like Strawweight, Bridgerweight, and Cruiserweight, each serving to further refine the competitive landscape. Strawweight, the lightest of all classes, allows boxers up to 105 pounds to showcase their
speed and agility, offering a platform for the smallest fighters to achieve global recognition. Cruiserweight, established to bridge the gap between Light Heavyweight and Heavyweight, accommodates fighters up to 200 pounds, providing a space for those who possess a blend of speed and power but may not have the sheer mass for the Heavyweight
division. The most recent addition, Bridgerweight, named in honor of a brave young boy named Bridger Walker who saved his sister from a dog attack, is set between Cruiserweight and Heavyweight, capping fighters at 224 pounds. This new class aims to create a more level playing field for those who find themselves too heavy for Cruiserweight but
at a disadvantage against the super-sized Heavyweights of the modern era. Together, these new divisions enhance the sport’s inclusivity and competitive balance, ensuring fighters of all sizes have a fair shot at glory.The Strawweight division, also known as Minimumweight, marks the lightest category in professional boxing, accommodating fighters
who weigh no more than 105 pounds (47.6 kg). This division was formally adopted by major boxing organizations in the late 20th century, with the International Boxing Federation (IBF) being the first to recognize a Strawweight champion in 1987. The creation of the Strawweight division was driven by the need to provide a competitive platform for
smaller fighters, ensuring that athletes at the lower end of the weight spectrum could compete for world titles and achieve recognition on a global scale.The inception of the Strawweight division was a significant step towards inclusivity in boxing, acknowledging the vast diversity in athletes’ physiques and offering opportunities to those who, due to
their size, had previously been marginalized within the sport. By establishing this division, boxing organizations aimed to level the playing field, allowing smaller fighters to showcase their speed, agility, and technical skills without being overshadowed by larger opponents.Over the years, the Strawweight division has seen several standout fighters
who have made their mark and brought attention to the category. Among them, Ricardo Lopez stands out as one of the most notable champions. Lopez, also known as “Finito,” dominated the division in the 1990s, retiring undefeated and establishing himself as one of the greatest Minimumweight fighters of all time. His remarkable skill set, combined
with an impeccable record, set a high standard for excellence in the division.More recent standouts include Wanheng Menayothin from Thailand, who surpassed Floyd Mayweather Jr.’s 50-0 record, showcasing the high level of competition and talent within the Strawweight ranks. Menayothin’s achievements have not only highlighted the division’s
competitive nature but also underscored the global reach of boxing, with talent emerging from all corners of the world.The Strawweight division continues to be a vital part of professional boxing, providing a stage for some of the sport’s most dynamic and technically proficient fighters. Its creation and the success of its champions underscore boxing’s
adaptability and commitment to inclusivity, ensuring that athletes of all sizes have the opportunity to achieve greatness within the sport.The Cruiserweight division, established to bridge the considerable gap between the Light Heavyweight and Heavyweight categories, accommodates fighters weighing up to 200 pounds (90.7 kg). This division was
officially recognized in the late 1970s and early 1980s, with the World Boxing Association (WBA) being the first major organization to inaugurate a Cruiserweight champion in 1980. The creation of the Cruiserweight division was motivated by the need to provide a competitive platform for fighters who were too heavy for the Light Heavyweight division
but at a distinct disadvantage against the larger Heavyweights, who can weigh significantly more.The establishment of the Cruiserweight division marked a pivotal moment in the sport, addressing the evolving physique of boxers and ensuring fairer, more balanced competitions. By doing so, boxing organizations acknowledged the changing landscape
of the sport, where athletes’ sizes and training regimens were producing fighters who no longer fit neatly into the existing weight class structure.Over the years, the Cruiserweight division has produced some of the most exciting and talented fighters in boxing. One of the early standouts was Evander Holyfield, who became the division’s undisputed
champion before moving up to Heavyweight, where he achieved even greater fame. Holyfield’s success at Cruiserweight laid the foundation for the division’s reputation as a reservoir of talent capable of making significant impacts at higher weights.In more recent times, the Cruiserweight division gained attention with the World Boxing Super Series,
a tournament that showcased the division’s top talent. Fighters like Oleksandr Usyk emerged from this platform, dominating the Cruiserweight scene before transitioning to Heavyweight. Usyk’s technical skill, combined with his speed and agility, made him one of the most formidable champions in Cruiserweight history, underscoring the division’s
ability to produce world-class talent.The Cruiserweight division continues to play a crucial role in the boxing ecosystem, offering a space for fighters who embody the combination of speed, power, and technical skill. Its creation has enhanced the sport’s competitiveness and inclusivity, providing thrilling matchups and a pathway for boxers to ascend
to Heavyweight glory.The Bridgerweight division, the newest addition to the boxing weight class spectrum, was introduced by the World Boxing Council (WBC) in 2020. This division is set between the Cruiserweight and Heavyweight categories, accommodating fighters who weigh up to 224 pounds (101.6 kg). The creation of the Bridgerweight
division was inspired by a remarkable act of bravery by a young boy named Bridger Walker, who saved his sister from a dog attack, reflecting the values of courage and protection that resonate deeply within the boxing community.The establishment of the Bridgerweight division addresses a contemporary issue in professional boxing: the increasing
size disparity within the Heavyweight division. As modern Heavyweights have grown larger, often exceeding 240 pounds, the gap between them and the Cruiserweight limit of 200 pounds became more pronounced. The Bridgerweight division aims to create a more competitive and fair environment for fighters who find themselves in this size gap,
ensuring that they are not at a significant disadvantage when facing the super-sized Heavyweights of today.Although the Bridgerweight division is still in its infancy, it represents boxing’s ongoing commitment to adapt and evolve in response to the changing dynamics of the sport. By providing a new competitive platform, the Bridgerweight division
opens up opportunities for a range of fighters, enhancing the sport’s diversity and inclusivity.As the Bridgerweight division continues to develop, it will be interesting to see which fighters will emerge as champions and standouts, shaping the identity and legacy of this new weight class. The division’s introduction reflects boxing’s dedication to
ensuring that all fighters have a place where they can compete fairly, showcasing their skills and bravery, much like the young Bridger Walker who inspired its name.In the landscape of professional boxing, “super” divisions represent a relatively recent development, offering new opportunities and challenges within the sport. They created divisions
prefixed with “super” or “junior” (also “light” in some cases) to fill gaps between traditional weight classes, promoting fairer competition. The concept revolves around creating narrower weight ranges to ensure that fighters compete against opponents of similar size, thereby reducing mismatches and enhancing the overall safety and competitiveness
of the sport.The adoption of super divisions began in earnest during the latter half of the 20th century, as the sport of boxing expanded globally and its athlete base became more diverse. This period saw a significant increase in the number of professional fighters, accompanied by a greater understanding of nutrition and training regimens, which in
turn led to a wider variety of body types and fighting styles. The traditional weight classes, although effective in establishing a basic framework for competition, were no longer sufficient to accommodate the evolving landscape of the sport.One of the earliest and most notable super divisions is the Super Middleweight class, established in the 1980s to
bridge the gap between the Middleweight and Light Heavyweight divisions. Fighters in the Super Middleweight division weigh up to 168 pounds, providing a competitive arena for those who found themselves too large for the Middleweight limit of 160 pounds but not quite large enough to compete effectively at the Light Heavyweight limit of 175
pounds.Similarly, the introduction of the Junior Welterweight (or Super Lightweight) division, with a limit of 140 pounds, aimed to create a midpoint between the Lightweight and Welterweight classes. This division has received significant acclaim, hosting thrilling fighters and matchups, emphasizing the necessity for intermediate weight classes.The
Super Featherweight division caps at 130 pounds. It showcases boxers blending speed with power. Legends like Alexis Arguello have dominated here. Floyd Mayweather Jr. also made his mark with unmatched skill. This division serves as a key step for fighters aiming higher. It continues to thrill fans with its high-paced bouts and technical
prowess.The Light Middleweight division, also known as Super Welterweight, has a limit of 154 pounds. Fighters here mix power with agility. Stars like Canelo Alvarez have shone brightly in this class. The division bridges Welterweight and Middleweight, offering a unique challenge. It consistently delivers exciting matches. Fans enjoy the blend of
speed and strength on display. This category remains a pivotal part of professional boxing.Super divisions serve several key purposes within boxing. Firstly, they reduce the health risks associated with extreme weight cutting, a dangerous practice where fighters attempt to qualify for a lower weight class only to rehydrate significantly before the fight.
By offering more divisions with narrower weight ranges, fighters are encouraged to compete at weights that are more naturally suited to their bodies.Secondly, super divisions increase the opportunities for boxers to win titles and gain recognition, contributing to the sport’s marketability and the athletes’ potential earnings. More divisions result in
more championship belts, potentially leading to high-profile fights and burgeoning careers for boxers who might otherwise be overshadowed in the more crowded traditional weight classes.Finally, the creation of super divisions also aligns with reforms like the Walker Law, enacted to regulate boxing and ensure better protection for boxers. Named
after New York State Senator James J. Walker, the law was instrumental in establishing the framework for modern professional boxing, emphasizing the need for safety, fair play, and regulatory oversight. The introduction of super divisions continues this ethos, adapting to the modern needs of the sport while upholding the principles of athlete welfare
and competitive integrity.Catchweight bouts in boxing are contests that do not adhere strictly to the traditional weight class limits, allowing fighters from different divisions to compete against each other at a mutually agreed-upon weight. This practice enables high-profile matchups that might not otherwise occur due to the rigid structure of weight
classes, offering a solution when fighters are close in weight but not within the same official category. Catchweight fights are often among the most anticipated events in boxing, drawing significant attention from fans and media alike due to the unique challenges they present and the star power they often involve.The concept of catchweight bouts
reflects boxing’s flexibility and its willingness to adapt to create compelling fights that capture the public’s imagination. These matches often require fighters to either move up or down in weight, adding an extra layer of strategy to their preparation. The negotiation of the catchweight itself can become a tactical battle, with each camp looking to
secure terms that best favor their fighter’s strengths and conditioning.One notable boxing match at catchweight was the 2009 bout between Manny Pacquiao and Miguel Cotto, where they fought at 145 pounds, just below the welterweight limit. This fight was significant not only for its action-packed rounds but also for Pacquiao’s victory, which
earned him the WBO Welterweight title, marking his seventh world title in as many weight divisions.Another memorable catchweight contest occurred in 2012 between Floyd Mayweather Jr. and Canelo Alvarez, set at 152 pounds. This highly anticipated fight pitted Mayweather’s undefeated record against the rising star Alvarez. Mayweather’s victory
by majority decision showcased his tactical genius and cemented his status as one of the sport’s all-time greats.Catchweight bouts, while sometimes controversial due to the perceived advantages or disadvantages they can confer, undeniably add an intriguing dimension to boxing. They allow for dream matchups and test fighters’ abilities to adapt to
different weights, contributing to some of the most memorable moments in the sport’s history.In the world of professional boxing, weight classes and the rules surrounding them are pivotal in ensuring fair and competitive bouts. These regulations govern not only the classification of fighters but also encompass specific stipulations regarding weigh-
ins, rehydration, and the consequences of failing to make the designated weight for a fight.Weigh-ins typically occur the day before the bout, providing fighters the opportunity to meet their weight class limit. This process is crucial, as it confirms that both competitors are within the appropriate weight range, maintaining the bout’s integrity. If a boxer
fails to make weight on the first attempt, regulations often allow for a short grace period, usually a couple of hours, to shed the excess weight and try again. Fighters have at least one additional opportunity to meet the required weight. But, the number of attempts permitted can vary depending on the governing body and the fight’s
significanceRehydration rules have become increasingly significant, especially with the rise of extreme weight cutting practices. Some boxing organizations have implemented regulations to limit the amount of weight a fighter can regain between the official weigh-in and the fight itself. The intent is to prevent fighters from entering the ring with a
substantial weight advantage, which could pose safety risks and competitive imbalances. For instance, the IBF enforces a rehydration clause for certain title fights, stipulating that fighters cannot exceed a specified weight limit on the morning of the fight, usually 10 pounds above the weight class limit.The rehydration clause, meaning an agreement
incorporated into the fight’s contract, sets a cap on how much weight a boxer can regain after the initial weigh-in. This clause is particularly common in bouts where one fighter is moving up a weight class and agrees not to rehydrate beyond a certain point, ensuring the match remains competitive.If a fighter fails to make weight, the consequences
can be significant. The bout might proceed, but the overweight fighter typically faces fines, forfeiting a portion of their purse to the opponent or the governing body. In title fights, the overweight boxer may be ineligible to claim the title, even if they win. Furthermore, the fight’s status could be downgraded from a championship bout to a non-title
contest, affecting its prestige and the fighters’ career trajectories.Overall, the rules surrounding weight classes and weigh-ins in boxing are integral to the sport’s fairness and safety. These regulations, which include rehydration clauses and procedures for failing to make weight, ensure that fights are conducted on an even playing field, emphasizing
skill and strategy over size advantages, and protecting the well-being of the athletes involved.Weight classes in boxing serve as the sport’s fundamental framework, ensuring fair competition by grouping fighters based on their weight. This system, evolving since the 19th century, has expanded from a handful of divisions to accommodate the diverse
range of athletes’ physiques and maintain competitive balance. The introduction of “super” and “junior” divisions, along with the more recent Bridgerweight class, reflects boxing’s adaptability to the evolving landscape of athlete training and body composition. Catchweight bouts further demonstrate the sport’s flexibility, allowing for compelling
matchups beyond the strict boundaries of these classes. Overall, the structure of weight divisions, along with the strategic use of catchweight fights, showcases boxing’s commitment to fairness, athlete safety, and the continuous pursuit of captivating contests that resonate with fans worldwide. This intricate classification system not only categorizes
fighters but also enriches the sport’s narrative, creating a tapestry of legendary battles and iconic champions across all levels of competition.Amateur boxing features different weight classes compared to professional bouts, tailored to foster a focus on skill, technique, and safety among emerging talents. These distinctions arise from the amateur
sport’s emphasis on promoting equitable competition and minimizing health risks, ensuring that participants are matched as closely as possible in physical size and ability. This approach encourages a fair playing field, especially important in the developmental stages of a boxer’s career.Below is a table of amateur boxing weight classes:Weight
ClassLimit (kg)Limit (Ibs)Light Flyweight=< 49=< 108Flyweight=< 52< 114Bantamweight=< 56=< 123Lightweight=< 60=< 132Light Welterweight= 64< 141Welterweight= 69=< 152Middleweight=< 75=< 165Light Heavyweight= 81=< 178Heavyweight=< 91=< 201Super Heavyweight> 91> 201These categories reflect the amateur boxing community’s
commitment to safety and competitive fairness, shaping a conducive environment for the sport’s future champions. A weight division in boxing represents a weight limit for boxers competing in a fight. Fights are usually scheduled for the fighters to compete in a specific weight class. They must not exceed the limit of the specified weight class on the
day of the official weigh-in, usually occurring one day before the fight. As of 2020, 17 weight divisions in professional boxing are recognized by the four main boxing sanctioning bodies. Different sanctioning bodies can use different names for some of the divisions. The official 17 weight divisions along with the weight limits in pounds (most commonly
used in the US), kilograms (Europe and rest of the world) and stones (commonly used in the UK for human body weight) within which boxers can compete in. Click the weight name to view our overview of each division, where you can learn about its origins, history, as well as current and notable champions of the past. Heavyweight Weight limit
Unlimited Established 1738 Learn more Cruiserweight Weight limit 200 1b / 90.72 kg / 14 st 4 1b Established 1979 Learn more Light Heavyweight Weight limit 175 1b / 79.38 kg / 12 st 71b Established 1903 Learn more Super Middleweight Weight limit 168 1b / 76.2 kg / 12 st Established 1967 Learn more Middleweight Weight limit 160 lb / 72.57 kg /
11 st 6 Ib Established 1840 Learn more Super Welterweight Weight limit 154 1b / 69.85 kg / 11 st Established 1920 Learn more Welterweight Weight limit 147 1b / 66.68 kg / 10 st 7 lb Established 1909 Learn more Super Lightweight Weight limit 140 1b / 63.5 kg / 10 st Established 1962 Learn more Lightweight Weight limit 1351b/61.23 kg/9st91b
Established 1738 Learn more Super Featherweight Weight limit 130 1b / 58.97 kg / 9 st 4 1b Established 1920 Learn more Featherweight Weight limit 126 1b / 57.15 kg / 9 st Established 1860 Learn more Super Bantamweight Weight limit 122 1b / 55.34 kg / 8 st 10 lb Established 1920 Learn more Bantamweight Weight limit 118 1b / 53.52 kg /8 st 6 1b
Established 1890 Learn more Super Flyweight Weight limit 115 1b / 52.16 Kg / 8 st 3 1b Established 1920 Learn more Flyweight Weight limit 112 1b / 50.8 kg / 8 st Established 1909 Learn more Jr Flyweight Weight limit 108 1b / 49.1 kg / 7 st 10 1b Established 1920 Learn more Minimumweight Weight limit 105 1b / 47.7 kg / 7 st 7 1b Established 1968
Learn more Also known as Year established 1738 Weight limit Unlimited Heavyweight - Boxing’s glamour division was first created by Jack Broughton in 1738, with fighters weighing in at 160+ 1b / 72.57+ kg. Since the division has no weight limit, fighters could theoretically weigh as much as they want and fight at heavyweight. The weight at which a
fighter is considered a heavyweight would be modified a few times in the following years, namely in 1920 by the New York Walker Law to 175+ lb, 190+ 1b by the WBC in 1979 and finally by the WBC, WBA and IBF together to the present day weight of 200+ 1b. The inaugural heavyweight champion was legendary John L. Sullivan, who defeated Jim
Corbett on September 7, 1892. The modern version of the title was first won in 1962 by Floyd Patterson as the WBA world heavyweight championship. The WBC sanctioned their first heavyweight world title fight the following year, the IBF in 1983, and the WBO in 1989. American boxer Joe Louis holds the longest title reign with 25 title defenses.
Notable heavyweight champions throughout history: John L. Sullivan, Bob Fitzsimmons, Jack Johnson, Jack Dempsey, Joe Louis, Rocky Marciano, Muhammad Ali, Joe Fraizer, Larry Holmes, George Foreman, Larry Holmes, Mike Tyson, Evander Holyfield, Lennox Lewis, Vitali Klitschko, Wladimir Klitschko, Tyson Fury, Deontay Wilder, Anthony Joshua.
View Heavyweight Rankings & Recent Fights Also known as Cruiser, Junior Heavyweight, '200' Year established 1979 Weight limit 200 1b / 90.72 kg / 14 st 4 1b Cruiserweight or Junior Heavyweight - First established by the WBC in 1979 with a limit of 190 1b / 86.18 kg, to fit smaller heavyweights who couldn’t compete with the growing size of the
other fighters in the division. The first sanctioned cruiserweight world champion fight was between Marvin Camel and Mate Parlov for the new WBC Cruiserweight belt. However, with the first bout ending in a draw, it was the rematch in which Camel emerged victorious to become the first cruiserweight world champion. Later on, in 2003, the WBC
and then subsequently, the other three sanctioning bodies decided for a new limit in the division of 200 1b / 90.71 kg. The longest title reign is jointly held by Johnny Nelson and Marco Huck with 13 title defenses. Notable cruiserweight champions throughout history: Carlos de Leon, Evander Holyfield, O’Neil Bell, Anaclet Wamba, David Haye,
Oleksandr Usyk View Cruiserweight Rankings & Recent Fights Also known as Light Heavy, '175', '75' Year established 1903 Weight limit 175 1b / 79.38 kg / 12 st 71b Credit for creating the light heavyweight division goes to Chicago journalist and promoter Lou Houseman. He matched his fighter Jack Root against Kid McCoy for the inaugural light
heavyweight championship. Root ended up victorious while becoming the first light heavyweight champion of the world. Officially it was established in 1909 by the National Sporting Club of London, with the present weight limit of 175 1b / 79.37 kg. During the 1980s, some historians found that Joe Choynski had fought against Jimmy Ryan in 1899 for
the world light heavyweight championship. However, this claim is disputed. German-Polish boxer Dariusz Michalczewski holds the longest title reign with 23 title defenses. Notable light heavyweight champions throughout history: Georges Carpentier, Tommy Loughran, Billy Conn, Archie Moore, Bob Foster, Michael Spinks, Dariusz Michalczewski,
Roy Jones Jr., Antonio Tarver, Joe Calzaghe, Bernard Hopkins. View Light Heavyweight Rankings & Recent Fights Also known as Super Middle, 168, Junior Light Heavyweight Championship, '68', The 12 Stone Division Year established 1967 Weight limit 168 1b / 76.2 kg / 12 st Interest for a division between light heavyweight and middleweight
appeared in the 1960s. The origin of the title traces back to the ‘junior light heavyweight champion’, a title briefly recognized by a few states at 167 1b / 75.75 kg. On the 3rd April 1967, Don Fullmer challenged Jon Hopkins for the vacant junior light heavyweight championship, and with his TKO win became the inaugural champion of the world at this
weight. After that, the super middleweight championship was re-established a few more times. Notably, in 1974, when Billy Douglas won the Ohio State Commission version of the belt and in 1982 when Jerry Halstead captured the World Athletic Association version of it. Out of the four major sanctioning bodies, the IBF was the first to introduce the
belt in 1984, with the others following suit in 1987 (WBA) and 1988 (WBC). The longest title reign is jointly held by British and German boxers Joe Calzaghe and Sven Ottke with 21 title defenses. Notable super-middleweight champions throughout history: Nigel Benn, Chris Eubank, James Toney, Roy Jones Jr., Joe Calzaghe, Mikkel Kessler, Andre
Ward View Super Middleweight Rankings & Recent Fights Also known as Middle, '160', '60' Year established 1840 Weight limit 160 1b / 72.57 kg / 11 st 6 lb The middleweight division is deemed to have begun in the bare-knuckle era, around the 1840s. The first middleweight championship in that form would be awarded to Tom Chandler in 1867,
after beating Dooney Harris. The first middleweight fight with gloves is believed to be between George Fulljames and Jack (Nonpareil) Dempsey. In that sense, Jack Dempsey can be considered the inaugural world middleweight champion. The beginnings of the current version of the belt were initially created by the Amateur Boxing Association of
England in 1889. It was then modified and officially established by the NSC in 1909 at the weight limit of 160 lbs / 72.57 kg. The longest title reign is held by American boxer Bernard Hopkins with 20 title defenses. Notable middleweight champions throughout history: Jack (Nonpareil) Dempsey, Stanley Ketchel, Freddie Steele, Tony Zale, Jake
LaMotta, Sugar Ray Robinson, Emilie Griffith, Marvin Hagler, Carlos Monzon, James Toney, Roy Jones Jr., Bernard Hopkins View Middleweight Rankings & Recent Fights Also known as Junior Middleweight, Jr Middle,, 154, '54', The 11 Stone Division Year established 1920 Weight limit 154 1b / 69.85 kg / 11 st This division is considered first to have
emerged in 1920 by the New York Walker Law, one of the most important American boxing legislation at that time. Subsequently, it was recognized by the Austrian Boxing Board of Control along with the European Boxing Union in 1962. The first sanctioned bout for the light-middleweight championship of the world was between Emile Griffith and
Ted Wright on 17th October 1962, in Vienna, Austria. Griffith won the fight via 15 round unanimous decision to become the inaugural world light middleweight champion of the belt in this form. Out of the four major sanctioning bodies, the WBA was the first to sanction a super welterweight championship fight three days after the fight in Vienna. The
title, also recognized by the WBC, was claimed by Denny Moyer in his win against Joey Giambra. The IBF crowned their first champion in the division after Mark Medal defeated Earl Hargrove in 1984. The WBO awarded their inaugural version of the belt to John David Jackson after he beat Lupe Aquino in 1988. Italian boxer Gianfranco Rosi holds the
longest title reign with 11 title defenses. Notable super welterweight champions throughout history: Nino Benvenuti, Emile Griffith, Wilfred Benitez, Thomas Hearns, Julian Jackson, Mike McCallum, Gianfranco Rosi, Sugar Ray Leonard, Roberto Duran, Felix Trinidad, Winky Wright, Miguel Cotto, Oscar De La Joya, Floyd Mayweather Jr. View Super
Welterweight Rankings & Recent Fights Also known as Welter, 147, '47' Year established 1909 Weight limit 147 1b / 66.68 kg / 10 st 7 1b The beginnings of the division trace back to England, 1889, when the first created weight limit is believed to have been 145 lb / 65.77 kg. Officially it was established in 1909 by the NSC at 147 1b / 66.68 kg and
consequently accepted by the New York State Athletic Commission and National Boxing Association in 1920. American Paddy Duffy defeated Tom Meadows on the 29th March 1889 and became what is believed to be the first welterweight champion of the world. The WBA and WBC both recognized only one welterweight champion for a few years.
The first holder being Emile Griffith after he beat Argentinian Jorge Fernandez on 8th December 1962. American boxer Henry Armstrong holds the longest title reign with 19 title defenses. Notable welterweight champions throughout history: Ted Lewis Jack Britton, Henry Armstrong, Fritzie Zivic, Sugar Ray Robinson, Emile Griffith, Sugar Ray
Leonard, Tommy Hearns, Marlon Starling, Buddy McGirt, Pernell Whitaker, Felix Trinidad, Oscar De La Joya, Shane Mosley View Welterweight Rankings & Recent Fights Also known as Junior Welterweight, 140, '40', Jr Welter, The 10 Stone Division Year established 1962 Weight limit 140 1b / 63.5 kg / 10 st Also created first by the New York Walker
Law in 1920, the NBA officially recognized the super lightweight division in 1922. In the same year, boxing magazine Boxing Blade held a contest for the best fighter in this division, with readers choosing Pinky Mitchell. He would then be crowned the light-welterweight champion and is considered to be the first official champion in the division. The
modern beginnings of the belt were in 1959 when the NBA sanctioned a fight between Carlos Ortiz and Kenny Lane for the vacant world light welterweight championship. The WBC and the NBA/WBA recognized the same champion up until 1967. The WBC then stripped Paul Fuji of their belt and crowned Pedro Adigue as their new champ, after his
win against Adolph Pruitt. The IBF’s first junior welterweight champion was Aaron Pryor in 1984. The longest title reign is held by Mexican boxer Julio Cesar Chavez with 12 title defenses. Notable super lightweight champions throughout history: Tony Canzoneri, Barney Ross, Carlos Ortiz, Nicolino Locche, Aaron Pryor, Julio Cesar Chavez, Pernell
Whitaker, Kosta Tszyu View Super Lightweight Rankings & Recent Fights Also known as 135, '35' Year established 1738 Weight limit 135 1b / 61.23 kg / 9 st 9 Ib The beginnings of the lightweight division can be traced back to 1738 when introduced by the father of English boxing, Jack Broughton. Any fighter weighing less than 160 1b / 72.57 was
considered a lightweight. After that, it was modified by the ABA as ten stone in 1889. It was finally established at the present weight limit of 135 1b / 61.23 kg by the NSC in 1909. The world’s first lightweight champion could have been Englishman John Moneghan in 1850. The WBA was the first of the modern sanctioning bodies to give the belt to
Carlos Ortiz after he beat Joe Brown in 1962. The WBC would sanction his contest against Doug Vaillant one year after as their inaugural world lightweight championship fight. The IBF followed suit with their own champion in 1984, with the WBO following in 1989. The longest title reign of the modern era is held by Panamanian boxer Roberto Duran
with 12 title defenses, if you discount Artur Grigorian’s lightly regarded WBO run of 17. Notable lightweight champions throughout history: Jack McAuliffe, Benny Leonard, Joe Gans, Ike Williams, Carlos Ortiz, Roberto Duran, Hector Camacho, Artur Grigorian, Julio Cesar Chavez, Pernell Whitaker, Juan Manuel Marquez, Oscar De La Hoya, Shane
Mosley, Manny Pacquiao, Floyd Mayweather Jr. View Lightweight Rankings & Recent Fights Also known as Junior Lightweight, '130, '30', Super Feather Year established 1920 Weight limit 130 1b / 58.97 kg / 9 st 4 1b This division was initially created by the New York Walker Law in 1920. However, some records state that it first appeared in Europe
around 1914. Johnny Dundee beat George Chaney at Madison Square Garden on 11th November 1921 to become the first junior lightweight champion. After disappearing and reappearing in the following decades, the modern version of the belt was officially introduced by the NBA on 20th July 1959. Harold Gomes defeated Paul Jorgensen for the
vacant world super featherweight title. The WBC established its version of the belt in 1968, the IBF in 1984, and the WBO in 1989. South African boxer Brian Mitchell holds the longest title reign with 12 title defenses. Notable super featherweight champions throughout history: Flash Elorde, Alexis Arguello, Julio Cesar Chavez, Diego Corrales, Marco
Antonio Barrera, Azumah Nelson, Erik Morales, Juan Manuel Marquez, Oscar De La Hoya, Manny Pacquiao, Floyd Mayweather Jr. View Super Featherweight Rankings & Recent Fights Also known as Feather, 126, '26', The 9 Stone Division Year established 1860 Weight limit 126 1b / 57.15 kg / 9 st The featherweight division originated in 1860 under
the London Prize Ring Rules, with a set weight limit of 118 1b / 53.52 kg. The English ABA then established it at 126 1b / 57.15 kg, followed by a couple of more changes until the NSC officially modified it back in America to 126 lb. The first featherweight champion in the world is considered Irishman Ike Weir, who defeated Frank Murphy on 13th
January 1890 to gain featherweight honors. The inaugural champion of the modern WBA and WBC belts was Sugar Ramos in 1963, who defeated Davey Moore for the crown. Davey Moore died two days after the fight, after suffering an in-ring injury. The longest title reign of the modern era is held by Panamanian boxer Eusebio Pedroza with 19 title
defenses. Notable featherweight champions throughout history: George Dixon, Kid Chocolate, Willie Pep, Eusebio Pedroza, Salvador Sanchez, Jeff Fenech, Jorge Paez, Rafael Marquez, Steven Luevano, Naseem Hamed, Marco Antonio Barrera, Manny Pacquiao View Featherweight Rankings & Recent Fights Also known as Junior Featherweight, Super
Bantam, 122, '22' Year established 1920 Weight limit 122 1b / 55.34 kg / 8 st 10 lb Super Bantam was created in 1920 by the New York Walker Law at a weight limit of 122 1b / 55.34 kg. In 1922, Jack Wolfe beat Joe Lynch in what was billed as the first junior featherweight championship, though the NYSAC would not recognize this fight. An influential
boxing organization would not fully establish the division until 1976. The WBC recognized Rigoberto Riazco as the world super bantamweight champion, after defeating Waruinge Nakayama in eight rounds. The WBA followed suit in recognition of this division in 1977, the IBF in 1983, and the WBO in 1989. Puerto Rican boxer Wilfredo Gomez holds
the longest title reign with 18 title defenses. Notable super-bantamweight champions throughout history: Wilfredo Gomez, Jeff Fenech, Erik Morales, Marco Antonio Barrera, Fabrice Benichou, Daniel Zaragoza, Kennedy McKinney, Rafael Marquez, Toshiaki Nishioka, Israel Vazquez, Guillermo Rigondeaux, Manny Pacquiao View Super Bantamweight
Rankings & Recent Fights Also known as Bantam, 118, '18' Year established 1890 Weight limit 118 1b / 53.52 kg / 8 st 6 1b The division was first established by the ABA in the 1890s. It would subsequently appear under other rules, such as the London Prize Ring Rules and The Queensberry Rules, in which the weight limit fluctuated between 105 1b
and 116 Ib. The NSC officially sanctioned it in 1909 at the current limit of 118 1b / 53.52 kg. The first title fight at bantamweight could have been between Chappie Moran and Tommy Kelly in New Jersey 1988, when Tommy Kelly came out victorious in a 4 round points decision. Brazilian knockout artist Eder Jofre is considered the inaugural modern
bantamweight champion. He would win the WBA and WBC versions of the belt in 1963 against Katsutoshi Aoki. The IBF and WBO followed suit with their own versions in 1984 and 1989, respectively. The longest title reign is held by American boxer Orlando Canizalez with 16 title defenses. Notable bantamweight champions throughout history:
Tommy Kelly, Panama Al Brown, Orlando Canizalez, George Dixon, Sixto Escobar, Eder Jofre, Carlos Zarate, Ruben Olivares, Tim Austin, Rafael Marquez, Hozumi Hasegawa View Bantamweight Rankings & Recent Fights Also known as Junior Bantamweight, Super Fly, Jr Bantam, 115, '15' Year established 1920 Weight limit 1151b/ 52.16 Kg/ 8 st 3
Ib Super Fly, like many of the other divisions, is considered to be created in 1920 by the New York Walker Law. It was first named as junior bantamweight, at a weight limit of 115 Ib / 52.16 kg. However, there are no records of any titles held in this division until 1980. In 1980 the WBC re-introduced the division and called it super flyweight. Rafael
Orono would become the inaugural champion of the modern version of the title, after beating Seung-Hoon Lee in a 15-round split decision. The WBA presented their own version of the belt in 1981, the IBF two years later, and the WBO in 1989. The longest title reign is held by Thai boxer Khaosai Galaxy with 19 title defenses. Notable super flyweight
champions throughout history: Ellyas Pical, Gilberto Roman, Jiro Watanabe, Mark Johnson, Johnny Tapua, Danny Romero, Khaosai Galaxy, Fernando Montiel, Roman Gonzalez View Super Flyweight Rankings & Recent Fights Also known as Fly, 112, '12', The 8 Stone Division Year established 1909 Weight limit 112 1b / 50.8 kg / 8 st First established by
the NSC in 1909, at a limit of 112 1b / 50.80 kg, it was also officially a part of the Walker Law set up in 1920. Subsequently, it was also recognized by the NBA and the NYSAC in 1927. In 1911 English boxer Sid Smith became the first champion in this division, with Jimmy Wilde, who won it in 1914, was also recognized in the United States. The first
flyweight champion in modern times is Masahiko Harada, who won the crown by defeating Pone Kingpetch in 1962 for the WBA world flyweight title. The WBC introduced a flyweight version of their title one year after, with the IBF following suit in 1983 and the WBO like for most of their titles, in 1989. Thai boxer Pongsaklek Wongjongkam holds the
longest title reign with 17 title defenses. Notable flyweight champions throughout history: Jimmy Wilde, Pancho Villa, Masahiko Karada, Miguel Canto, Charlie Magri, Gabriel Bernal, Hilaria Zapata, Mark Johnson, Yuri Darchinyan, Roman Gonzalez View Flyweight Rankings & Recent Fights Also known as Light Flyweight, Junior Fly, 108 Year
established 1920 Weight limit 108 1b / 49.1 kg / 7 st 10 b First established in 1920 by the New York Walker Law as 'junior flyweight', at a weight limit of 108 1b / 48.99 kg. The division would soon be abolished, with no champion being given the title during that time. In the modern era, it was re-introduced by the WBC in 1975 as light flyweight. The
inaugural champion was Francisco Udella, after a DQ win against Valentin Martinez. Just four months after that fight, Jaime Rios defeated Rigoberto Marcano to become WBA'’s first light flyweight world champion. The IBF followed in 1983 and the WBO in 1989. The longest title reign is held by South Korean boxer Myung Woo Yuh with 17 title
defenses. Notable light flyweight champions throughout history: Yoko Gushiken, Jung-Koo Chang, Michael Carbajal, Humberto Gonzalez, Myung Woo Yuh View Jr Flyweight Rankings & Recent Fights Also known as Mini Flyweight, Strawweight, 105 Year established 1968 Weight limit 1051b / 47.7 kg / 7 st 7 1b The division was first introduced in 1968
at the Summer Olympics in Mexico as light flyweight, with a weight limit of 105 1b / 47.63 kg. However, in professional boxing, the division is relatively young. The first world minimum title fight was sanctioned by the IBF between Kyung-Yun Lee and Masaharu Kawakami in June 1987. Lee would win to become the first minimum weight champion of
the world. The WBC held its first fight in the division in 1987, the WBA in 1988, and finally, the WBO in 1989. The longest title reign is held by Mexican boxer Ricardo Lopez with 21 title defenses. Notable minimumweight champions throughout history: Ricardo Lopez, Ivan Calderon, Chana Porpaoin View Minimumweight Rankings & Recent Fights
Amateur boxing, a foundational stage for budding pugilists, upholds a system of weight classes designed to ensure equitable competition while nurturing the skills and potential of aspiring fighters. Delving into the weight limits and significance of these divisions within amateur boxing sheds light on their pivotal role in fostering fair and developmental
opportunities for athletes. The best boxing instructional videos are just a click away at DynamicStriking.com! The relationship between amateur weight classes in boxing, weight classes in professional men's boxing, Olympic boxing weight classes, and those established by organizations like USA Boxing showcases a unified structure aimed at
categorizing boxers based on their weight for fair competition across various boxing platforms. While each domain might exhibit slight variations in weight limits and division names, the fundamental purpose remains consistent—to provide a structured framework ensuring equitable matchups while accommodating boxers of diverse sizes and
capabilities. Amateur boxing weight classes, as regulated by entities like the International Boxing Association (AIBA) or national governing bodies such as USA Boxing, often align closely with Olympic weight categories, emphasizing standardized divisions for competitions. Professional men's boxing weight classes, which encompass a wider range and



are tailored for established fighters, serve as the pinnacle of the sport, offering a comprehensive spectrum for boxers to compete in title bouts and championships. Despite nuanced differences, the overarching objective across these varied weight class systems is to foster fair competition, facilitate athlete development, and uphold the integrity of the
sport of boxing. Weight Limits in Amateur Boxing Weight Classes: Amateur boxing adheres to a structured set of weight classes defined by organizations like the International Boxing Association (AIBA). These weight categories span across various divisions, catering to athletes' weight ranges and promoting fair matchups. The weight limits in amateur
boxing may vary slightly but generally include divisions such as flyweight (up to 112 1bs/50.8 kg), lightweight (up to 132 lbs/60 kg), middleweight (up to 165 lbs/75 kg), and heavyweight (over 178 lbs/over 81 kg), among others. Why are Weight Classes Important? Weight classes serve as a cornerstone in amateur boxing, ensuring that boxers compete
against opponents of similar size and weight. This equitable matchmaking fosters a level playing field, allowing athletes to showcase their skills without facing undue physical disadvantages. Moreover, these weight categories encourage a focus on technique, strategy, and skill development rather than relying solely on physical attributes, nurturing
well-rounded boxers and fostering a competitive yet safe environment. The best boxing instructional videos are just a click away at DynamicStriking.com! Amateur boxing weight classes are instrumental in promoting fair play and providing a platform for athletes to hone their abilities. These divisions offer a structured framework that not only ensures
competitive parity but also cultivates a developmental path for aspiring boxers, encouraging skill refinement and fostering a sense of sportsmanship. As boxers progress through these weight categories, they learn valuable lessons in discipline, perseverance, and adaptability, laying a solid foundation for their potential transition into higher levels of
boxing competition. Ultimately, these weight classes in amateur boxing symbolize the sport's commitment to fairness, skill enhancement, and athlete development, nurturing the growth of future champions while upholding the integrity and essence of the sweet science. Did you find the blog helpful? If so, consider checking out other guides:
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